A case of pericardial tainponade following percutaneous left ventricular puncture for the assessment of aortic stenosis is presented. Technical factors pertinent to the etiology of the complication are discussed. Emiphtasis is placed on the fact that current enthusiasm for percutaneous ventricular puncture should be tempered with an awareness of the associated complications that may ensue and require immediate definitive therapy in an environment well equipped for their nmanagement. The purpose of this report is to present a case in which cardiac tamponade developed following percutaneous left ventricular puncture. We wish to emphasize that, while the procedure is a useful and valuable adjunct in the objective evaluation of aortic and mitral valvular disease, the associated complications, when they occur, may require immediate definitive therapy in an environment well equipped for their management.
In reviewing the available literature concerning percutaneous left ventricular puncture we were unable to find a single incidence of mortality in human subjects following this procedure. The collective series that we were able to cull from the cases reported in the literature to date totaled 348 ( 
